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discussed
and advice
given

The meeting opened with TD advising that WG would like to
discuss issues surrounding the Recommendations set out in
the document ‘Towards a Planning Act: Ensuring the Planning
System Delivers’ (Report to the Welsh Government by the
Independent Advisory Group), which sets out the future
delivery of planning services in Wales.

From this point on discussions primarily focused on these
Recommendations.

Section 4 ‘Roles and Responsibilities’ of the Report sets out
recommendations on ‘Decisions on National Infrastructure
Projects’ and it was these Recommendations (numbered 24 —
28) which formed the basis of the meeting.

A summary of the Recommendations, and hence the main
topics discussed at the meeting, are set out below:

24. Decisions on Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects
(NSIPs) in Wales are made by the Welsh Ministers and
that a model based upon the Planning Act 2008 should
be considered in Wales and National Assembly approved
national planning policies.

25. Ancillary development approval related to NSIPs is
brought within a Welsh infrastructure planning process.

26. National infrastructure planning policies are prepared to
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provide the basis for national infrastructure planning
decisions.

27. The national infrastructure process is administered
through the Welsh Directorate of PINS on behalf of
Welsh Ministers.

28. Provision is made for the fee structure to recognise the
resource implications for LPAs in their role as principal
consultees, discharging of conditions and enforcement of
approved Development Consent Orders (DCOs).

SG explained the principles of the 2008 Act and explained
each stage of the process to WG in detail.

PINS referred WG to its series of published Advice Notes to
assist them with understanding the process, in particular the
following:

Advice Note 8.1: How the process works

Advice Note 14: Compiling the Consultation Report

Advice Note 16: The developer's pre-application consultation,

publicity and notification duties

Link to all Advice Notes

Community Benefits Fund

WG enquired about PINS’ position regarding the issue of
Community Benefit Funds.

Following a brief explanation of how the funds can be
administered/used SG advised that she would provide WG
with advice that PINS have previously provided to an
enquirer regarding this matter.

Below is the link to this query and the advice that was
provided by PINS at the time:

Scout Moor Onshore Wind Farm - Community Benefits Fund
uer

Local Impact Reports

WG enquired about the content and timescales of Local
Impact Reports.

This was explained in detail by SG and reference was made
to the Advice Note on Local Impact Reports:

Advice Note 1: Local Impact Reports
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http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Advice-note-8.1v4.pdf�
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Advice-note-14.pdf�
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Advice-note-16.pdf�
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Advice-note-16.pdf�
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/legislation-and-advice/advice-notes/�
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/projects/north-west/scout-moor-onshore-windfarm/?ipcsection=advice&ipcadvice=48ddc37406�
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/projects/north-west/scout-moor-onshore-windfarm/?ipcsection=advice&ipcadvice=48ddc37406�
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Advice-note-1v2.pdf�

Planning Performance Agreements (PPASs)

Linked to Recommendation 28 (as set out above), WG
queried the use of Planning Performance Agreements.

SG advised that with regard to NSIPs, it is entirely a matter
for local authorities how they choose to formalise working
arrangements with applicants.

SG also advised that a PPA had been used as part of the
Hinckley Point C New Nuclear Power Station between the
Applicant and District/County Councils (link below).

Hinkley Point C New Nuclear Power Station - PPA

A brief introduction to PPAs is set out in Advice Note 2 (see
link below):

Advice Note 2: Working together on nationally significant
infrastructure projects

Changes to Development Consent Orders

WG enquired about the process of dealing with requests for
amendments to developments once they are submitted.

SG advised that this is set out in Schedule 6 of the Planning
Act 2008 ‘Changes to, and revocation of, orders granting
development consent’.

SG also referred WG to the advice given on the Brig y Cwm
energy from waste generating facility at Merthyr Tydfil.

Below are links to the letters which addressed this matter at
Brig y Cwm.

Letter from IPC to Applicant - 14th July 2011

Letter from DCLG to IPC - 28th November 2011

The meeting closed with both parties agreeing that further
meetings would be beneficial.

Specific
decisions/
follow up
required?

The documents which PINS advised it would send to WG are
provided by the above links.

PINS/WG agreed that it would be beneficial to undertake
further meetings in the future.

Circulation
List

Susannah Guest (PINS)

Iwan Davies (PINS)
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http://milipcfe001/cosmo/livelink.exe/fetch/-56245/140062/140102/140103/SNEG_PPA.pdf?nodeid=144816&vernum=-2�
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Advice-note-2v3.pdf�
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Advice-note-2v3.pdf�
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010004/2. Post-Submission/Procedural Decisions/110714_EN010004_Decision on whether to accept changed application.doc.pdf�
http://infrastructure.planningportal.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/111130_Ltr-from-Bob-Neill-MP-re-s114.pdf�

Jonathan Fudge (WG)

Theresa Davies (WG)
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